THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
of Pilsudski in forming a Polish force which could be
distinguished from the other forces in the field and
which might form the nucleus of an army for Poland's
emancipation. It is quite certain that if the Poles had
been content each to be conscripted in his own part of
Poland, some in Prussia, some in Russia, and some in
Austria, there would have been no special attention
bestowed on them by General Ludendorff, and no
feeling that Poland would have to be specially placated
by such a measure as the declaration of Polish indepen-
dence in September, 1916, by Austria and Germany.
The Poles were the only people for whose man-power
the Central Empires felt that they would have to pay.
The German offers were meant to be tempting ones,
and there were some of Pilsudski's officers who thought,
although he himself had expressly forbidden it, that the
legionaries might quite safely take such an oath of
allegiance and continue their corporate existence as a
part of the Austrian Army. Lieutenant Beck, however,
was none of these. He must have been confirmed in
his determination when it gradually appeared that the
Polish independence offered by the Central Empires was
of a delusive quality and was indeed intended to sooth
rather than to satisfy. There was indeed never the
faintest desire on the part of the Central Empires after
they had occupied the Russian * Congress Poland' to
do more than to give it a certain autonomous and
truncated existence. Indeed, it was not even united
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